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Greetings.

The Gyeoremalkeunsajeon Committee, together with the Korean National Commission for
UNESCO and the Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Korea to UNESCO, is pleased to
host the 6th International Academic Forum on Sustainable Development of Indigenous
Languages: Comparative Study of South and North Korean Dictionaries and Literature

Activities in Indigenous Language.

In this forum, we seek to explore the direction of compiling the Gyeoremalkeunsajeon (Great
Korean Dictionary) through comparative research on dictionaries of North and South Korea
as well as Korean dictionaries published in China and Japan, for the first time since division,
to bring together in a comprehensive compilation the languages of the South, the North, and
overseas Korean compatriots. The forum also provides an opportunity to reflect on the meaning
of writing literature in indigenous languages as a means of ensuring their sustainable
development, through academic discussions on indigenous words found in poetry and novels

and through dialogue with writers.

While actively engaging in the United Nations  International Decade of Indigenous
Languages (IDIL, 2022-2032) and joining UNESCQO s efforts to safeguard linguistic diversity,
this annual forum is held with the aim of enlisting support and consensus for the compilation
of the Gyeoremalkeunsajeon (Great Korean Dictionary). We kindly ask for your valued

participation to grace this forum with your presence.

Members of the Gyeoremalkeunsajeon Committee
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The Current Status of Korean Dictionary Compilation and the Tasks of
Lexicography: From the Perspective of Inter—Korean Language Integration

Doh, Won Young | Korea University

Abstract

Prior to 1945, the North and South formed a single national community; since the division, political and social
systems have separated, and over the past eighty years, even the bonds of kinship (‘B A2 1%) have gradually
faded. Nevertheless, Korean—language speakers on both sides remain bound as a single linguistic community
capable of seamless communication—this enduring mutual intelligibility provides the strongest evidence for
the feasibility of Korean language integration.

However, the prolonged chill in inter-Korean relations and the suspension of exchanges have made it
impossible, since 2016, to conduct joint discussions on grammar or to collaborate in dictionary compilation. When
once—flowing channels are blocked and reopening them seems unlikely, it becomes crucial not only to explore
new openings but also to expand linguistic data repositories, develop new areas of research, and secure reliable
language resources. In the absence of direct collaboration on lexicographic planning and orthographic standards,
South Korea must devise an independent strategy to consolidate its dictionary infrastructure and secure core
linguistic assets. Such a strategy should build on the achievements of existing national and academic dictionaries
while addressing areas that remain underdeveloped or unexplored.

At present, the Standard Korean Language Dictionary and the Urimalsaem online service provided by the
National Institute of Korean Language, along with academic dictionaries from Korea University and Yonsei
University, are widely used. These dictionaries have been compiled using large—scale linguistic corpora and
advanced compilation systems, but they focus primarily on modern Korean from the late twentieth century to
the present. Consequently, descriptions of Korean as used in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
are often insufficient or inaccurate. Although this period lies within living memory for older generations, it is
distant for middle—aged and younger speakers, underscoring the need to strengthen lexicographic coverage
of this era. Above all, because the North and South shared a single ethnolinguistic and political community before
1945, linguistic resources from this period should serve as core data for future joint lexicographic endeavors.
This will enrich and diversify dictionary entries and enhance their historical accuracy.

Accordingly, this study examines the current status of South Korean dictionary services and ongoing
compilation and revision projects, and assesses the state of foundational linguistic resources used in lexicographic
work. It then proposes directions for the future development of Korean dictionaries and outlines corresponding
tasks for Korean lexicography to address existing issues and limitations. Through these efforts, the study seeks
to strengthen the groundwork for inter—Korean language integration and to contribute to establishing a solid

lexicographic foundation in preparation for the eventual moment of linguistic unification.
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Compilation of Korean Dictionaries and Lexicographical Research in China

Cheol=jun Kim | Yanbian University

Abstract

The compilation of dictionaries and lexicographical research serve as cultural and academic foundational work
for preserving the history of a language and facilitating its future development. Particularly in China, a multi-ethnic
country, the compilation and research of Korean dictionaries carry a triple mission: language preservation,
international communication, and academic integration. This study analyzes the current status of Korean
dictionary compilation in China, compares the Joseonmal Dictionary (published in 1992) with the Great Joseonmal
Dictionary (published in 2023), and comprehensively examines the achievements of lexicographical research
in China.

Korean dictionary compilation in China has evolved through three stages: (1) a foundational vocabulary—
establishment period (1980-1991); (2) a standardization and codification phase (1992-early 2000s); and (3) an
era of internationalization and digitization (from the 2000s onward). Academic institutions such as the Language
Research Institute of the Yanbian Academy of Social Sciences and regional publishers have played leading roles
throughout.

A comparison of the two dictionaries reveals that the Great Joseonmal Dictionary—with approximately 400,000
lexical entries—surpasses the Joseonmal Dictionary (150,000 entries) in scale, phonetic notation, grammatical
labeling, example sentences, and source citations, while also reflecting timely reforms that respond to
contemporary linguistic change.

The study of Chinese Korean dictionaries can be examined through the papers published in the Journal of
Korean Language and Literature in China, covering topics such as the core methodology of dictionary compilation,
treatment of academic terms and loanwords, annotation techniques for individual entries, and the construction
of lexicographic theory. Research achievements include strengthening the scientific nature of language norms,
creating a balance between international standards and ethnic characteristics, and establishing a systematized
annotation framework. However, deficiencies remain in theoretical systematization and in the exploration of

digital compilation methodologies.

+ Keywords: Korean in China; dictionary compilation; lexicographical research; Joseonmal Dictionary. Great Jose

onmal Dictionary, language standardization
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The Treatment of Dialects in North and South Korean Dictionaries

Han Sungwoo | Inha University

Abstract

This study aims to examine how dialectal forms have been represented in Korean dictionaries published since
the early twentieth century. To this end, Chapter 2 reviews the treatment of dialects in Joseon—eo Sajeon (FffifiE
BESL) compiled by the Japanese Government-General of Korea, Joseon—eo Sajeon by Mun Se-yeong, Urimal
Keunsajeon by the Korean Language Society, Pyojun Gugeo Daesajeon by the National Institute of the Korean
Language, and Joseonmal Daesajeon by the Academy of Social Sciences in North Korea. The analysis begins
with the preface of each dictionary to identify their stated policies regarding dialects, followed by a comparison
of how such policies were applied in practice. For the sake of comparison, special attention is given to the lexical
item buchu (“garlic chives’), which appears with diverse dialectal variants, as well as to geowi ("goose ") and
gesani, where South and North Korea adopt different standard forms for the same referent. Based on these
findings, Chapter 3 discusses the principles underlying headword selection and definition, the scope, quantity,
and accuracy of dialectal entries, and how South Korean dictionaries address North Korean lexical items in the
context of national division. Chapter 4 further explores desirable approaches to the treatment of dialects in
dictionaries, considerations for South and North Korean lexicography, and the future directions of dictionary

compilation and dialect research.

» Keywords: dictionary, Korean dictionary, dialect, headword, North Korean language
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The inner structure of the dictionaries of South Korea and

North Korea and Gyeoremal Keunsajeon

Byun Youngsu | GYEOREMALKEUNSAJEON COMMITTEE

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to elucidate the characteristics of definitions in the Gyeoremal Keunsajeon. The
section ‘General Definitions’” examines the general principles, the citation of existing dictionary definitions,
and the criteria for selecting basic headwords. The section “Definition Format’ categorizes and describes the
features under ‘Definition Term, Synonyms, Standard and Variant Forms, Regional Dialects, Colloquial and
Derogatory Terms, Pronunciation Notation, Original and Transformed Forms, Slang, Honorific and Humble Terms,
Kinship Terms, and Incorrect Usages.’

The content-related characteristics of definitions in Gyeoremal Keunsajeon are as follows. First, considering
language usage in both North and South Korea, headwords, terms, or expressions that may not be commonly
used in either region were mutually agreed upon to ensure they are acceptable to both. Second, the dictionary
respects vocabulary and definitions widely used in everyday life by including terms found exclusively in either
the Pyo-dae (South Korean Standard Dictionary) or Jo-dae (North Korean Standard Dictionary), thereby
recognizing the usage of both. Third, in cases of normative differences between North and South, the definitions
follow the norm recognized by either side. Fourth, words that differ or correspond between the two regions are
explicitly marked, allowing users to easily recognize them, thereby laying the foundation for a dictionary aimed
at North—South language integration.

The structural characteristics are as follows. First, conciseness is pursued by providing information that applies
to all definitions at the bottom as an [Appendix] note when the same information pertains to multiple entries.
Second, entries of the same type are presented in a uniform format, ensuring consistency in the definition
structure. Third, regional dialects are presented with related terms and usage examples in the same way as

standard language.

- Keywords: Gyeoremal Keunsajeon, definition, universality, generality, normative extensibility, integration,

conciseness, uniformity
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A Study on the Technical Terms in the Korean Dictionaries of
South and North Korea

Yi, Junhwan | Chonnam National University

Abstract

The goal of this article is to compare and examine how technical terms are handled in the Korean dictionaries
of South and North Korea. To this end, we examined how technical terms are defined in the Korean dictionaries
of the South and North, how technical terms can be understood in relation to academic terms and general words,
and how specialized fields are classified in each dictionary. After that, focusing on the Urimalsaem in South
Korea and Joseonmaldaesajeon Korean Dictionary in North Korea, the relationship between related words and
the use of vocabulary from the previous period were examined, considering the specific processing of terms
in consideration of form, definition, and field classification.

As a result of the review, there seem to be some differences in perception between South Korea and North
Korea in terms of the extension of technical terms. In South Korea, the relationship is established because
academic terms are included in the technical terms, but in North Korea, many academic terms are defined as
concepts higher than technical terms. As such, the extension of technical terms and academic terms is viewed
differently in the two Koreas, and it seems necessary to pay attention to how this relates to actual processing
in the dictionary.

If you look at the description of the actual dictionary, you can see that there are differences in form and meaning
in the processing of Sino—Korean words and foreign words, which are the main terms among technical terms.
Although we have not progressed to categorizing and systematically examining these differences, we have set
up and dealt with some things that can be categorized around what stands out. Although there are many

shortcomings, | will conclude this article by pledging to supplement them with further research.
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Korean Language Dictionaries and Korean Language Education in Japan:

A Study on Learners’ Usage

Kim, Min soo | Tokai University

Abstract

Recent advancements in Al and machine translation technologies have brought significant changes to the
ways in which foreign language learners use dictionaries and translation tools. The introduction of services such
as Google Translate, Papago, and ChatGPT has contributed to more natural sentence translations and the
reduction of grammatical errors, thereby improving the accuracy of learners” writing in Korean language education
contexts in Japan. However, excessive reliance on machine translation may hinder the development of actual
Korean proficiency, highlighting the need for systematic guidance on the appropriate use of machine translation
tools and dictionaries.

In Japan, there has been a transition from print dictionaries to electronic dictionaries and further to online
and mobile dictionaries, with younger generations showing a preference for digital tools, while older generations
remain dependent on print dictionaries. Survey results revealed that both Sejong Institute learners and university
students identified “interest in Korean Wave (Hallyu) content” as a major motivation for their learning, and they
most often looked up unknown vocabulary through “internet searches.” In particular, across all age groups and
proficiency levels, the use rate of “mobile translation apps” was the highest. Among Sejong Institute learners,
the use of online and mobile dictionaries increased with proficiency, whereas university students showed a
marked dependence on mobile translation apps. The primary purpose of dictionary use was “meaning
confirmation,” and as proficiency increased, learners made greater use of multiple types of information, including
example sentences, grammar, and translation.

Overall, satisfaction with dictionaries was at a moderate level. As for improvements, both groups prioritized
“diversification of example sentences.” While Sejong Institute learners emphasized the inclusion of grammatical
information, newly coined words, and natural translations, university students highlighted the need for natural
translations, vocabulary level indicators, and concise explanations. Regarding inconveniences, Sejong Institute
learners pointed out a wide range of functional and content-related limitations, whereas university students,
apart from the physical weight of print dictionaries, reported few significant difficulties.

In conclusion, as dictionary usage patterns and needs vary according to learners” age, proficiency, and learning
environment, it is essential for educational settings to promote the active use of authoritative online dictionaries.
Furthermore, the selection of vocabulary and example sentences that reflect learners” needs and actual usage
contexts, the provision of differentiated information tailored to learners” proficiency levels and learning purposes,

and the enhancement of search convenience must be established as core directions in dictionary design.
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Use of Indigenous Language in Modern Korean Novels

Choi Si Han | SOOKMYUNG WOMEN'S University

Abstract

Modern Korean novels have played a significant role in the establishment and spread of the standard language.
In the process, however, a custom that the author refers to as “standard language authoritarianism” took root,
leading to a decline in the literary function of language and restricting the use of indigenous expressions. As
a result, writing styles became monotonous, and the potential for literary experimentation with language
weakened.

Even in such an environment, some writers who were interested in the literary use of language made efforts
to discover and preserve indigenous expressions that had been damaged by the Japanese colonial period and
the division of Korea. These efforts gave rise to numerous outstanding historical novels. However, there were
shortcomings in fully exploring the entanglement between Sino—Korean words and indigenous terms to elevate
the literary and social dimensions of novelistic language.

In novels, indigenous expressions are mainly used in dialogue and contribute to characterization. Thus, they
show limitations in depicting life itself as a form of linguistic art. Upon closer examination, it becomes evident
that the authority granted to the standard language over indigenous expressions is closely tied to various forms
of discrimination—such as between written and spoken language, narrative text and dialogue, and central versus
marginal figures.

Therefore, in order to preserve and develop indigenous language, it is necessary to move away from existing
concepts and educational practices centered on standard, written and natural language. There is a need to broaden
awareness of the literary use of language, and to elevate and actively incorporate indigenous words and spoken
language that have been previously neglected. Furthermore, in line with the era of multimedia, it is desirable

to actively utilize various artificial languages in storytelling.
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The Meaning and Value of Indigenous Language Used in Modern Poetry:

Focusing on the Poems of Jeong Ji-yong, Baek Seok, and Heo Soo—kyung

Lee, Kyungsoo | Chungang University

Abstract

In an era where Al writes poetry and text-hip'(a recent trend in Korean society in which reading is viewed
as a “hip” activity) is trending, the question arises whether indigenous language can still exert its power as a
poetic element. Before criticizing poetry, which is deemed flat and synonymous with “text-hip’, it is essential
to explore the beauty of poems utilizing indigenous language and recognize how richly it can infuse our mother
tongue with texture. It is necessary for us to widely promote its meaning and value. This article aims to examine
the indigenous language used in the poems of Jeong Ji—yong, Baek Seok, and Heo Soo—kyung, revealing their
significance and worth.

Jeong Ji-yong was a poet from Okcheon, Chungbuk, where he spent his youth. Even after graduating from
Whimoon High School in Seoul and studying abroad in Japan, he frequently visited his hometown of Okcheon
during vacations. Although he did not spend an extensive amount of time in Okcheon, his poetry and prose often
incorporate the indigenous language of his hometown. His poem “Return,” included in the Collected Poems
of Jeong Ji-yong, expresses the speaker's feelings of loneliness and anxiety while returning home after finishing
work in the city. Words from the Okcheon dialect, like “ssanggeuran” and “hampok,” are interspersed among
Chinese characters that reveal the modern urban sensibility, enriching the poem with the chill of autumn and
comforting the speaker's sense of loneliness and unease. Additionally, in his poem “Nostalgia,” published during
his study in Japan, many indigenous words from Okcheon, such as “jijuldeda,” “eollukbaegi hwangso,” and
“haeseolpi,” contribute to completing the imagery of his hometown.

The poet Baek Seok, from Jeongju in North Pyeongan, stayed in his hometown until he went to study in Japan.
His first published poem in print is “Jeongju Fortress,” and his first collection, Deer, published in 1936, includes
poems that actively use dialects from the Jeongju region and words that are fading away. Baek Seok expressed
his desire to preserve the indigenous language of the Jeongju area through poetry rooted in the sentiments
of his hometown. His intentional use of the dialect in his poems, despite receiving a modern education in English
literature in Japan, reflects a deliberate choice. The first poem in Deer, “Gajeurang House,” uses the local dialect
to evoke childhood memories associated with his grandmother's house, allowing readers to experience that
time for themselves. The indigenous words used in “The Fox's Tale” encompass various aspects like village

names, food names, and games, almost like a cultural dictionary, restoring the scenery of traditional festivals
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that have now disappeared.

The poet Heo Soo—kyung from Jinju, Gyeongnam, stayed in her hometown until she graduated from university.
She gained attention for her first poetry collection, Where Is There Only Sadness, in which she passionately
used the Gyeongnam Jinju dialect. However, in her second and third collections, she wrote in standard Korean.
It was not until her fourth collection, The Time of Bronze, the Time of Potatoes, that the Jinju dialect reappeared.
The Jinju dialect used in poems like “The Evening of Jinju” goes beyond the inclusion of mere vocabulary and
reproduces the endings and tones of the language. The deep sorrow expressed in the local dialect intensely
captivates readers in her first collection. After wandering to distant places, including Seoul and Germany, the
poet finally returns to using the Jinju dialect in her fourth collection, The Time of Bronze, the Time of Potatoes.
Now, Heo Soo—kyung has come to accept the “Jinju language” as “my language.” Although the “Jinju language”
and “my language” are not identical, she realizes that for her, “my language” can also gain individuality within

the linguistic community constructed by the “Jinju language.”
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